
Andy McGrath 
 

Kenneth “Andy” McGrath is the kind of leader that those around him want to follow. His 

name -- but more importantly his philosophies -- are so interwoven with Maple View Middle 

School that his staff say it is hard to envision the team without him. 

Nine years ago, Andy came to Tahoma from the White River School District, and had 

previously taught and coached in the Renton School District and the Eatonville School 

District. He joined us as principal of Cedar River Middle School, and has served as Maple 

View Principal for the past three years. The school sits just a few miles from where Andy 

grew up. 

“I came to Tahoma with years of experience and quickly found out how challenging this 

system could be.  I was challenged in ways that I had never been challenged before to 

continuously learn and improve and to push my colleagues to do the same,” Andy said. “I 

will be forever grateful to Mike Maryanski for giving me the opportunity to come to Tahoma 

and for never letting me rest on my prior accomplishments.  

“The support that I have received in this district from Mike, Dawn Wakeley, my colleagues 

and the staff and families of my schools is the reason that I have enjoyed the success I 

have in the Tahoma School District.  I am eternally grateful for all of the outstanding 

people that I have had the privilege to work with in the Tahoma School District.  Every one 

of you have lifted me up.  Thank you.” 

Other memorable moments and accomplishments for Andy include the challenge of serving 

as principal at Cedar River throughout the remodel and the transition to Maple View Middle 

School; serving on the Middle Level Model Review Committee; and opening Maple View 

while working as a team to create a cohesive culture and a shared belief system. 

Maple View Assistant Principal Robert Talbert thanked Andy for his leadership. “I couldn’t 

have asked for a better leader to work with. You truly have left a legacy with me, the other 

staff and students here at MVMS. Your ‘family first’ message, and ‘Why settle for good 

when better is possible?’ mantras are ones that I will continue to hold close as we support 

the students here at MVMS,” Robert said. 

 

Dean of Students at MVMS Pam McKinney said that Andy is one of the most compassionate 

leaders she has had the privilege of working with. “He’s the consummate ‘come alongside’ 

leader, and models his values and commitments on a daily basis.  The climate in our 

building is a direct recipient of his ‘family first’ mentality, and we all know that we are part 

of his definition of family,” Pam said.  “His spirit is now a part of our Maple View DNA.” 

Andy said that being a principal of a school is very all-consuming, and has been a large 

part of his life for many years. While he has enjoyed every moment, he said he is looking 

forward to sitting and reading a book for pleasure on a Tuesday morning, as well as 

golfing, woodworking and perhaps fly fishing. He’s also interested in volunteering or 

working at something part time. 

 

Andy, thank you for your tremendous leadership of students, teachers and staff alike. We 

will miss you and we wish you an incredible retirement! 


